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REGIONAL REVIEW 
In October 1996, Scottish Unemployment fell by 
7,691 to stand at 183,401. This represents a 
monthly fall of 4% and leaves 7.5% of the Scottish 
workforce without a job. The male count fell by 
4,057 or by 2.8% whilst female jobless fell by 
3,634 or 7.9%. Male unemployment currently 
stands at 141,193 or 10.4% of the male workforce 
and female jobless at 42,208 or 3.9% of the female 
workforce. 
A similar pattern emerged with respect to British 
unemployment although the fall was relatively 
greater. Total unemployment fell by 118,381 or by 
5.9% to stand at 1,895,671 or 7% of the British 
workforce. During October, male unemployment in 
Britain fell by 75,156 or 5% to stand at 1,429,835 
or 9.4% of the male workforce, whilst female 
unemployment fell by 43,225 or by 8.5% to stand 
at 465,836 or 3.9%. 
Scottish male unemployment remained above the 
British rate whilst the female unemployment rate in 
Scotland and Britain both fell to 3.9%. Scottish 
unemployment remained below that of GB between 
February 1992 and December 1993 whereas for 
females, the Scottish rate lay below the GB rate 
between May 1992 and March 1996. In total, the 
Scottish unemployment rate lay below it's British 
equivalent between march 1992 and April 1994. 
The 4% fall in unemployment in October compares 
favourably with the 2.6% fall in October 1995. 
The seasonally adjusted count for Scotland and the 
GB is set out in Table 2. Total unemployment in 
Scotland fell by 2,300 which represents a 1.2% fall. 
Male unemployment fell by 1,300 in October or 
0.9% whilst female unemployment fell by 1,000 
(2.2%). The corresponding GB figure shows total 
unemployment falling by 37,500 (1.9%) with male 
unemployment dropping by 28,200 (1.9%) and 
female unemployment falling by 9,300 (1.9%). 
In October, the seasonally adjusted count stood at 
189,000 or 7.8% of the Scottish workforce which 
remains higher than the rate posted for GB (7.1%). 
The relative unemployment rate captures the 
disparity between Scottish and British rates and is 
set out in Figures 4-6. A relative unemployment 
rate of above 100 indicates that Scottish 
unemployment is more adverse than nationally. 
Figure 4 indicates that Scotland's relative position 
has been deteriorating since 1993. 
In the Quarter to October 1996, seasonally adjusted 
unemployment fell by 5,700 or 2.9% whilst jobless 
in GB fell by 91,800 or 4.5%. For males and 
females in both Scotland and GB, unemployment 
fell. In the case of males, the Scottish count fell by 
3,600 or 2.4% compared with a national fall of 
69,100 (4.5%). The quarterly fall in female 
unemployed was 2,100 (4.6%) which compares with 
a fall of 22,700 or 4.6% in GB. 
In the year to October 1996, Scottish jobless fell by 
6,500 (3.3%) whilst the GB count decreased by 
230,700 (10.6%). The annual fall in the GB is 
sharper than in Scotland for both males and 
females. The Scottish male count fell by 5,200 
(3.5%), which is weaker than the GB male fall of 
179,200 (10.8%). Female unemployment in 
Scotland fell by 1,300 (2.9%) while nationally the 
fall was 51,500 (9.9%). 
As we have set out in previous commentaries, there 
have been large cyclical rises in unemployment, 
particularly in the South in the 1990-93 period. 
The trend in GB regional unemployment is set out 
in Figures 13-15. In the graphs, the South of 
England refers to London, the South East, the South 
West and East Anglia. Midlands and Wales is 
made up of East and West Midlands plus Wales 
and the North of England comprises Yorkshire & 
Humberside, the North West and Northern Region. 
In the 1990-93 period, unemployment growth was 
strongest the further south one looks. In 
consequence, the fall in unemployment has been 
sharpest in many areas experiencing the sharpest 
rises during the recession. However, unemployment 
remains relatively high compared to pre-recession 
levels, especially in the South. Only in Scotland 
has the jobless queue fallen back to 1990 levels. 
Figures 16-18 show an initial narrowing of the 
relative unemployment rates. In the South of 
England, the relative peaked at 97.1% between 
January and August 1993, up from 66.7% in 
January 1990. Since then, the convergence 
towards the GB rate has continued to unwind and 
the relative now stands at 89.7%. In Midlands and 
Wales, the relative has remained fairly stable 
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indicating a continued pattern of unemployment 
similar to national rates. In the North of England, 
relative improved from 138.9% in January 1990 to 
105.8% in the first part of 1993 and has now 
deteriorated to 114.1%. In 1990, the Scottish 
relative stood at 155.6%, fell to a low of 94.2% in 
July 1993 before rising to the current rate of 
109.9%. It should be noted that The Labour Force 
Survey shows that labour market participation rates 
in Scotland have been falling since 1992 accounting 
for a considerable proportion of the jobless fall and 
that this effect is less evident in other regions. 
Tables 16 and 17 set out the unemployment 
position and trends in the October 1990-1996 
period. Figures 41-44 highlight the best and worst 
performing British TTWAs in terms of jobless 
change for the year to October and for the October 
1990-1996 period. Figure 39 shows that in October 
1996, Cumnock and Sanquhar remained the GB 
TTWA with the Highest unemployment rate with 
Western Isles in fifth place and Girvan in 11th 
position. In Addition Forres, Irvine, Arbroath, 
Newton Stewart, Kilmarnock and Alloa are in the 
worst 25 TTWAs. Since 1990, Scottish TTWAs 
have tended to move down the rankings, 
particularly urban TTWAs with the unemployment 
black spots in Scotland increasingly being in rural 
areas. 
Figure 43 indicates that Scotland accounts for 28 
out of 50 GB TTWAs with the worst trend in 
unemployment change although in half of these 
areas unemployment fell; no Scottish TTWAs 
appeared in the 50 best performing areas. In the 
October 1990-1996 period, 20 of the best 
performing TTWAs were Scottish with Dundee, 
Stirling, Newton Stewart and Kilmarnock in 
positions 1-4 all showing falls in unemployment 
although it remains unclear as to how much of this 
is due to falling population and labour market 
position or to local residents gaining employment. 
There were two Scottish TTWAs in the 50 worst 
performing areas. 
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Table 1 
Scottish and British Unemployment 
April 1990-96 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Scottish and British Unemployment 
April 1990-96 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Change across previous 
month -28200 -1.87 -9300 -1.94 -37500 -1.89 
quarter -69100 -4.47 -22700 -4.61 -91800 -4.50 
year -179200 -10.81 -51500 -9.88 -230700 -10.59 
Source: Department of Employment. Fraser of Allander Institute 
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Table6 
Vacancies in the British Regions: 1990-1996 
seasonally adjusted 
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Vacancy Trend: 1990-1996 
seasonally adjusted 
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U/V Ratios in the British Counties 
1990-1996 
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Table 11 
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Table 16 Cont/ 
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Table 16 Cont/ 
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T a b l e 17 
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Figures 13-15 
Unemployment In The British Regions 
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Figure 22 
Unemployment Rates in British Countiesl 
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Figure 24 
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Figure 27 
jUnemployment Change in British Counties! 
Oct 1990-Oct 1993 
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U/V Ratios in British Counties! 
October 1990 
Vacancies per Unemployed Person 
South Yorkshire C 
Merseyside £ 
Nottinghamshire £ 
Greater London £ 
Cleveland £ 
Tyne and Wear £~ 
West Midlands " 
Isle of Wight 
Humberside 
West Yorkshire 





















































































U/V Ratios in British Counties 
October 1995 
Vacancies per Unemployed Person 
Isle of Wight 
Western Is 
Greater London 









































Orkney Islands C 




Dumfries & Galloway CI 
Tayside region EZ 
Central region CI 
South Glamorgan EL 
Avon CT 
Hereford and Worcester f 
SufTolk EZ 
Mid Glamorgan f*" 
Hertfordshire C I 
Gloucestershire f " 
Gwent E I 
West Sussex C I 
Strathch/de region C I 
DyTed EZ 
Lothians region C I 
Hampshire C I 
Highlands region EZ 
Berkshire E 
Gwynedd C I 
Northamptonshire CI 
North Yorkshire C I 
Somerset f .. 
Cheshire C I 
Wiltshire J~~ 
Chvyd C I 
Warwickshire El 
Shropshire El 
Powys C I 
Lancashire 1. 
Cambridgeshire p . 
Oxfordshire f .. 
Leicestershire [' . 
Borders region L 
Grampian region f T 
West Glamorgan f_„ 





















IU/V Ratios in British Counties 
October 1996 
Vacancies per Unemployed Person 
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Figures 39-40 
Unemployment in British TTWAs 
October 1996 
The 50 Worst TTWAs 
10 
C u m n o c k a n d S a n q u h a r 
S o u t h Tynes lde 
H o l y h e a d 




Rot her h a m a n d M e x h o r o u g h 
H a r t l e p o o l 
I n v e r g o r d o n a n d D i n g w a l l 
Girvan 
Middlesbrough 
South P e m b r o k e s h i r e 
Forre 
C b c t o t i 
I r v i n e 
M e r t h y r a n d R h y m n e y 
S u t h e r l a n d 
D o n c a s t e r 
A r b r o a t h 
Newton Stewart 
M o r p e t h a n d A s M n g t o n 
R e d r u t h a n d C a m b o r n e 
K i l m a r n o c k 
A l l o a 
Sunderland 
Kirkcaldy 
D u m b a r t o n 
L a n a r k s h i r e 
B a n g o r a n d C a e r n a r f o n 
W o r k i n g t o n 
M a n s f i e l d 
L l a n e l l i 
Harwich 
Wfdnes and Runcorn 
H a v e r f o r d w e s t 
S t o c k t o n - o n - T e e s 
Blaenat i G w e n t a n d A b e r g a v e n n y 
Falmouth 
W i c k 
B r i g h t o n 
Folkestone 
Shef f ie ld 
Wolverhampton 
Dundee 
S i t t i n g b o u r n e a n d Sheerness 
L o u est o i l 
W i r r a l a n d C h e s t e r 
Newquay 





1 2 . 9 
1 1 . 9 
. " 1 2 . 6 
2 . 3 
2.1 
2 . 1 
2.1 












mmtimmmmaffm fmmimmmmiissa mmmmsmmssss 
Swindon 
Y e o v i l 
Shrewsbury 
Banff 
S o u t h M o l t o n 
T u n b r i d g e W e l l s 
P i c k e r i n g a n d He lms ley 
F r a s e r b u r g h 
Sal isbury 




S p a l d i n g a n d H o l b e a c h 
M a t l o c k 
A y l e s b u r y a n d W y c o m b e 
R e a d i n g 
E v e s h a m 
Honiton and Axmlnster 
Shaftesbury 
Uttoxeter and Ashbourne 
Leek 
Shet land Is lands 
O x f o r d 
Kelso and Jedburgh 
Aberdeen 
Bury St. Edmonds 
Galashie ls 
M a l t o n 
M a c c l e s f i e l d 
K e n d a l 
M e l t o n M o w b r a y 
Northallerton 
Bicester 
C i r e n c e s t e r 
B l a n d f o r d 
Set t le 
K e s w i c k 
C r a w l e y 
G u i l d f o r d a n d A l d e r shot 
Basingstoke a n d A l t o n 
N e w b u r y 
C l i t h e r o e 
P e n r i t h 
T h i r s k 
S k i p t o n 
W i n c h e s t e r a n d Kast le lgh 
N e w t o w n 
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Pickering and Helmsley 
Lockerbie 
Evesham 





























Chelmsford and Bralntree 
Cromer and North Walsham 
Ashford 
Malton 























Pontypool and Cwmbran 
Andovcr 
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Blairgowrie and Pitlochry 
Dolgellau and Barmouth 
Falkirk 
Cumnock and Sanquhar 













Pickering and Helmsley 
Diss 
Neath and Port Talbot 
Merthyr and Rhymney 
Lampeter and Aberaeron 
Accrington and Kossendale 
Swansea 
Louth ami Mablethorpe 
Inverness 





The 50 B 
Watford and Luton 




















Winchester and Eastlclgh 
Corby 
Guildford and Aldershot 
Honiton and Ax minster 
Hertford and Harlow 
Salisbury 
Chichester 






Aylesbury and Wycombe 
Burnley 










Dartmouth and Klngsbridgc 
Antlover 
